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(revised May 30, 2008) 

 
Comprehensive Examination Reading List   

Race 
 
Note:  a number of the pieces on this list are included in a reader edited by Norman 
Yetman titled Majority and Minority:  The Dynamics of Race and Ethnicity in American 
Life, 6th edition (Boston:  Allyn and Bacon, 1999).  The items on the list that appear in 
the reader are so noted.  They can be read either in the original or in the reader version. 
 
See also the note at the end of this list identifying those readings that may have particular 
utility in orienting oneself theoretically to the field. 
 

* * * 
 
Alba, Richard D.  1990.  Ethnic Identity:  The Transformation of White America.  New 

Haven:  Yale University Press.  Ch. 1, 5-8. 
 
Aldrich, Howard E. and Roger Waldinger. 1990. "Ethnicity and Entrepreneurship." 

Annual Review of Sociology 16:111-36. 
 
Anderson, Elijah.  1990.  Streetwise:  Race, Class, and Change in an Urban Community.  

Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  Ch. 6, 8. 
 
Barrett, James R. and David Roediger.  1997.  “Inbetween Peoples:  Race, Nationality, 

and the ‘New Immigrant’ Working Class.”  Journal of Ethnic History 16: 3.  [In 
Yetman reader] 

 
Barth, Fredrik.  1969.  “Introduction.”  In Ethnic Groups and Boundaries, ed. Fredrik 

Barth.  Boston:  Little, Brown.  Pp. 9-38. 
 
Bergesen, Albert, and Max Herman.  1998.  “Immigration, Race, and Riot:  The 1992 Los 

Angeles Uprising."  American Sociological Review 63: 39-54. 
 
Bobo, Lawrence D., and Mia Tuan.  2006.  Prejudice in Politics: Group Position, Public 

Opinion, and the Wisconsin Treaty Rights Dispute.  Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press.  Ch. 1-2, 4-6. 

 
Bobo, Lawrence D., and Ryan A. Smith.  1998.  “From Jim Crow Racism to Laissez-

Faire Racism:  The Transformation of Racial Attitudes.”  In Beyond Pluralism: 
The Conception of Groups and Group Identities in America, ed. Wendy F. Katkin, 
Ned Landsman, and Andrea Tyree.  Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 
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Bonacich, Edna. 1972. "A Theory of Ethnic Antagonism: The Split Labor Market." 
American Sociological Review 37:547-559. 

 
Collins, Patricia Hill.  2000.  Black Feminist Thought:  Knowledge, Consciousness, and 

the Politics of Empowerment.  Second edition.  New York:  Routledge.  Ch. 1, 2   
 
Cornell, Stephen, and Douglas Hartmann.  2007.  Ethnicity and Race:  Making Identities 

in a Changing World.  2nd Ed.  Thousand Oaks:  Pine Forge.  Ch. 2-5. 
 
Cox, Oliver C. 1948.  Caste, Class and Race.  New York:  Monthly Review Press.  Ch. 

15, 23, 25. 
 
Delgado, Richard and Jean Stefancic. 2001.  Critical Race Theory: An Introduction.  New 

York: New York University Press. 
 
Doane, Ashley W. Jr.  1997.  “Dominant Group Ethnic Identity in the United States:  The 

Role of ‘Hidden’ Ethnicity in Intergroup Relations.”  Sociological Quarterly 38 
(Summer).  [In Yetman reader] 

 
Farley, Reynolds. 1993. "The Common Destiny of Blacks and Whites: Observations 

about the Social and Economic Status of the Races.”  Pp. 197-233 in Race in 
America: The Struggle for Equality. Herbert Hill and James Jones (eds). Madison: 
University of Wisconsin Press. 

 
Feagin, Joe.  1991.  “The Continuing Significance of Race:  Antiblack Discrimination in 

Public Places.”  American Sociological Review 56 (February).  [In Yetman 
reader] 

 
Frankenberg, Ruth.  1993.  White Women, Race Matters:  The Social Construction of 

Whiteness.  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press.  Ch. 1, 3, 6, 7. 
 
Gans, Herbert J. 1979. "Symbolic Ethnicity: The Future of Ethnic Groups and Cultures in 

America." Ethnic and Racial Studies 2, No. 1 (January):1-20. 
 
Goldberg, David Theo.  2002.  The Racial State.  Malden: Blackwell Publishers. 
 
Gordon, Milton M.  1960.  “Assimilation in America:  Theory and Reality.”  Daedalus 

90: 262-285.  [In Yetman reader]   
 
Harris, David. 1995. "Exploring the Determinants of Adult Black Identity:  Context and 

Process.”  Social Forces. 74:227-241. 
 
Hartmann, Douglas, and Joseph Gerteis.  2005.  “Dealing with Diversity: Mapping 

Multiculturalism in Sociological Terms.”  Sociological Theory 23, no. 2 (June): 
218-40. 
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Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette.  1994.  Gendered Transitions:  Mexican Experiences of 
Immigration.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.  Ch. 7.  [In Yetman 
reader] 

 
James, David R.  1994.  “The Racial Ghetto as a Race-Making Situation:  The Effects of 

Residential Segregation on Racial Inequalities and Racial Identity.”  Law and 
Social Inquiry 19 (Spring).  [In Yetman reader] 

 
Kasinitz, Philip.  2004.  “Race, Assimilation, and ‘Second Generations,’ Past and 

Present.”  In Not Just Black and White:  Historical and Contemporary 
Perspectives on Immigration, Race, and Ethnicity in the United States. Edited by 
Nancy Foner and George Fredrickson.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation. Pp. 
278-98. 

 
Lieberson, Stanley. 1994. "A Piece of the Pie:  Blacks and White Immigrants Since 

1880."  Pp. 543-554 in Social Stratification: Class, Race, and Gender in 
Sociological Perspective, edited by David B. Grusky. Boulder:  Westview Press. 

 
Lipsitz, George.  1995.  “The Possessive Investment in Whiteness:  Racialized Social 

Democracy and the ‘White’ Problem in American Studies.”  American Quarterly 
47, no. 3 (September): 369-87. 

 
Loewen, James W.  1988.  The Mississippi Chinese:  Between Black and White.  2nd Ed.  

Prospect Heights:  Waveland. 
 
Massey, Douglas S.  2003.  Beyond Smoke and Mirrors: Mexican Immigration in an Era 

of Economic Integration.  New York: Russell Sage.  
 
Massey, Douglas S. and Nancy A. Denton.  1993.  American Apartheid:  Segregation and 

the Making of the Underclass.  Cambridge:  Harvard University Press.  Ch. 1, 2, 
4, 6. 

 
Nagel, Joane.  1994. "Constructing Ethnicity: Creating and Recreating Ethnic Identity 

and Culture."  Social Problems 41, no. 1:152-176.  [In Yetman reader] 
 
Niemonen, Jack.  1997.  “The Race Relations Problematic in American Sociology:  A 

Case Study and Critique.”  The American Sociologist (Spring): 15-43. 
 
Ogbu, John U.  1990.  “Minority Status and Literacy in Comparative Perspective.”  

Daedalus 119 (Spring).  [In Yetman reader] 
 
Oliver, Melvin L., and Thomas M. Shapiro.  2006.  Black Wealth/White Wealth: A New 

Perspective on Racial Inequality.  2nd Ed.  NY:  Routledge.  Introduction, Ch. 1, 2, 
6, 7. 

 
Olzak, Susan. 1992.  The Dynamics of Ethnic Competition and Conflict.  Stanford 
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University Press.  Ch. 1, 2, 5. 
 
Omi, Michael and Howard Winant. 1994.  Racial Formation in the United States: From 

the 1960s to the 1990s.  2nd Ed.  New York:  Routledge & Kegan Paul.  Parts 1 
and 2. 

 
Portes, Alejandro, and Min Zhou.  1993.  “The New Second Generation:  Segmented 

Assimilation and its Variants.”  Annals of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Sciences 530 (November).  [In Yetman reader] 

   
Portes, Alejandro, and Ruben G. Rumbaut.  2001.  Legacies:  The Story of the Immigrant 

Second Generation.  Berkeley:  University of California Press.  Ch. 1-3, 7-8, 10. 
 
Rothenberg, Paula S.  2004.  White Privilege.  3rd Ed.  New York: Worth. 
 
Schuman, Howard, et al.  1997.  Racial Attitudes in America:  Trends and Interpretations.  

Revised edition.  Cambridge:  Harvard University Press.  Ch. 2, 6. 
 
Sears, David O. 1988.  “Symbolic Racism.”  In Eliminating Racism, Katz and Taylor 

(eds). NY: Plenum. 
 
Sigelman, Lee and Susan Welch. 1993. “The Contact Hypothesis Revisited: Black-White 

Interactions and Positive Racial Attitudes.”  Social Forces 70/3 (March):781-95. 
 
Steinberg, Stephen. Race Relations: A Critique. Stanford University Press, 2007. 
 
Taylor, Charles.  1994.  “The Politics of Recognition.”  In Multiculturalism, ed. Amy 

Gutmann.  Princeton:  Princeton University Press.  Pp. 25-73. 
 
Telles, Edward E.  Race in Another America:  The Significance of Skin Color in Brazil.  

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004.  Ch. 1-9. 
 
Waldinger, Roger.  1996.  “The New Urban Reality,” from Still the Promised City.  

Cambridge:  Harvard University Press.  [In Yetman reader]   
 
Waters, Mary C. 1990.  Ethnic Options: Choosing Identities in America.  Berkeley: 

University of California Press.  Ch. 1-4, 7. 
 
-----.  1999.  Black Identities:  West Indian Dreams and American Realities.  Cambridge:  

Harvard University Press.  Ch. 3-9. 
 
Wilson, William Julius. 1994. “The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and 

Changing American Institutions.”  Pp. 520-530 in Social Stratification: Class, 
Race, and Gender in Sociological Perspective, ed. David B. Grusky.  Boulder: 
Westview. 
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-----.  1987.  The Truly Disadvantaged:  The Inner City, the Underclass, and Public 
Policy.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.  Ch. 1, 2, 5-7.  

 
-----.  1997.  When Work Disappears:  The World of the New Urban Poor.  New York:  

Vintage Books. Introduction, Ch. 1-3, 5. 
 
Winant, Howard.  2001.  The World Is a Ghetto:  Race and Democracy since World War 

II.  New York:  Basic Books.  Ch. 2, 11. 
 
Yanagisako, Sylvia.  1995.  “Transforming Orientalism:  Gender, Nationality, and Class 

in Asian American Studies.”  In Naturalizing Power:  Essays in Feminist Cultural 
Analysis, ed. Sylvia Yanagisako and Carol Delaney.  New York:  Routledge.  Pp. 
275-97. 

 
Young, Alford A., Jr.  1999.  “The (Non)Accumulation of Capital:  Explicating the 

Relationships of Structure and Agency in the Lives of Poor Black Men.”  
Sociological Theory 17 (July). 

 
* * * 

 
Note:  Students who wish to begin preparations by grounding themselves theoretically 
within the field may wish to look at the following items, in no particular order, before 
moving through the rest of the list:     
 

Barth 
Bobo and Tuan, Ch. 1 
Bonacich (both items) 
Cornell and Hartmann, Ch. 2-4  
Doane 
Gordon 
Nagel 
Omi and Winant 
Portes and Zhou 
Young 
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