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SOCIOLOGY OF GENDER 
Comprehensive Examination Reading List 

Department of Sociology, University of Arizona 
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Theory 
 
 
Babcock, Linda and Sarah Laschever. 2003. Women Don’t Ask: Negotiation and the Gender 
Divide. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. Intro and Ch. 1, 3, 4. 
 
Bem, Sandra Lipsitz. 1993. The Lenses of Gender: Transforming the Debate on Sexual 
Inequality.  New Haven: Yale University Press.  Ch. 1 and 5. 
 
Butler, Judith. 1999.  Gender Trouble: Feminism & the Subversion of Identity.  London: 
Routledge.  Intro and Part 3. 
 
Collins, Patricia Hill. 1998. Fighting Words: Black Women and the Search for Justice.  Intro to 
Part I (“Learning from the Outsider Within Revisited”), Ch. 2, 6. 
 
Engels, Friedrich. “The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State.” In The Marx-
Engels Reader, 2nd Edition. New York: W.W. Norton, 1978. 
 
Gilligan, Carol.  1982 [1993].  In A Different Voice:  Psychological Theory and Women’s 
Development.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard University Press. Ch. 1, 2, 6. 
 
MacKinnon, Catherine A. 1987. “Difference and Dominance: On Sex Discrimination.” Ch. 2 in 
Feminism Unmodified. 
 
McIntosh, Peggy. 1993. “White Privilege and Male Privilege.” Pp. 30-38 in Gender Basics. 
Anne Minas (Ed.). Belmont, California: Wadsworth. 
 
Ridgeway, Cecelia and Shelley Correll. 2004. “Unpacking the Gender System: A Theoretical 
Perspective on Gender Beliefs and Social Relations.” Gender & Society, 18, 4 (August): 510-
531. 
 
Rubin, Gayle. 1975. “The Traffic in Women.” Pp. 157-210 in Toward an Anthropology of 
Women. Rayna Reiter (Ed). New Haven: Yale University Press. 
 
Valian, Virgina. 1998. Why So Slow? The Advancement of Women. Cambridge, Massachusetts: 
The MIT Press. Ch. 1, 4-7. 
 
West, Candace and Don Zimmerman.  1987.  “Doing Gender.” Gender & Society, 125-151. 
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Sexuality and the Body 
 
 
Bordo, Susan. 1993. Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture & the Body. University of 
California Press. Ch. 1 (Whose Body Is This?), 6 (Reading the Slender Body), and 8 ("Material 
Girl"). 
 
                     . 1999. The Male Body: A New Look at Men in Public and in Private. New York: 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Ch. 4 (“What is a Phallus?”), Ch. 7 (“Beauty (Re)Discovers the Male 
Body”) . 
 
Davis, Kathy. 1995. Reshaping the Female Body: The dilemma of cosmetic surgery. New York: 
Routledge. Intro and Ch. 2. 
 
D'Emilio, John. 1983. “Capitalism and Gay Identity.” Pp. 467-476 in The Lesbian and Gay 
Studies Reader. Henry Abelove, Michele Aina Barale, and David M. Halperin (Eds.).  New 
York: Routledge. 
 
Diken, Bulent, and Carsten Bagge. 2005. “Becoming Abject: Rape as a Weapon of War.” Body 
& Society 11, 1 (March): 111-128. 
 
Fausto-Sterling, Anne. 2000.  Sexing the Body: Gender Politics and the Construction of 
Sexuality.  Ch. 1, 9. 
 
Martin, Patricia Yancey, and Robert Hummer. 1989. “Fraternities and Rape on Campus.” 
Gender & Society 2, 4 (December): 457-473. 
 
Martin, Patricia Yancey and R. Marlene Powell. 1994. “Accounting for the ‘Second Assault’: 
Legal Organizations’ Framing of Rape Victims.” Law & Social Inquiry 19, 4 (Fall): 853-890. 
 
Rich, Adrienne.  1980.  “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence.” Signs: Journal of 
Women in Culture and Society 5 (4): 631-660.  
  
 
Masculinity 
 
 
Connell, R. W., and James W. Messerschmidt. 2005. “Hegemonic Masculinity: Rethinking the 
Concept.” Gender & Society 19, 6 (Dec): 829-859. 
 
Heath, Melanie. 2003. “Soft-Boiled Masculinity: Renegotiating Gender and Racial Ideologies in 
the Promise Keepers Movement.” Gender & Society 17, 3 (June): 423-444 
 
Kimmel, Michael S. 2003. “Globalization and Its Mal(e)contents: The Gendered Moral and 
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Political Economy of Terrorism.” International Sociology, 18, 3 (Sept.): 603-620. 
 
Kimmel, Michael. 2000. “Saving the Males: The Sociological Implications of the Virginia 
Military Institute and the Citadel.” Gender & Society, 14, 4 (Aug): 494-516. 
 
Majors, Richard, and Janet Mancini Billson. Cool Pose: The Dilemmas of Black Manhood in 
America. Ch. 1, 3, 9. 
 
Nye, Robert A. 2005. “Locating Masculinity: Some Recent Work on Men.” Signs 30, 3: 1937-
1962. 
 
 
Gender and Education 
 
 
 Hanson, Sandra L., Maryellen Schaub, and David P. Baker. 1996.  “Gender Stratification in the 
Science Pipeline: A Comparative Analysis of Seven Countries.” Gender and Society, 10, 3 
(June): 271-290. 
 
Leahey, Erin, and Guang Guo (2001).  “Gender Differences in Mathematical Trajectories.”  
Social Forces, 80, 2 (December): 713-732.  
 
Jacobs, Jerry. 1995. “Gender and Academic Specialties: Trends among Recipients of College 
Degrees in the 1980s.” Sociology of Education 68: 81-98. 
 
 
Gender and Work 
 
 
Bernhardt, Annette, Martina Morris, and Mark S. Handcock.  1995.  “Women’s Gains of Men’s 
Losses?  A Closer Look at the Shrinking Gender Gap in Earnings.”  American Journal of 
Sociology 101:2 (September), 302-328.   
 
Browne, Irene, and Joya Misra. 2003. “The Intersection of Gender and Race in the Labor Market” 
Annual Review of Sociology 29: 487-513. 
 
Budig, Michelle J. and Paula England. 2001. “The Wage Penalty for Motherhood.” American 
Sociological Review 66: 204-255. 
 
Morgan, Laurie. 1998. “Glass Ceiling Effect or Cohort Effect? A Longitudinal Study of the 
Gender Earnings Gap for Engineers, 1982 to 1989.” American Sociological Review 63 (August: 
479-483). 
 
Reskin, Barbara F. 2000. “The Proximate Causes of Employment Discrimination.” Contemporary 
Sociology, 29, 2 (March): 319-328. 
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Roth, Louise Marie. 2006. Selling Women Short: Gender and Money on Wall Street.  Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. Intro, Ch. 2-5. 
 
Carework and Family Labor 
Brines, Julie. 1994. “Economic Dependency, Gender, and the Division of Labor at Home.” 
American Journal of Sociology 100: 652-689. 
 
Coltrane, Scott. 1989. “Household Labor and the Routine Production of Gender.” Social 
Problems 36: 473-490. 
 
Duffy, Mignon.  2005. “Reproducing Labor Inequalities: Challenges for Feminists Conceptualizing 
Care at the Intersections of Gender, Race, and Class.” Gender & Society 19, 1 (Feb): 66-82. 
 
England, Paula. 2005. “Emerging Theories of Care Work.” Annual Review of Sociology 31: 381-399. 
 
Gerson, Kathleen. 1985. Hard Choices: How Women Decide About Work, Career, and 
Motherhood. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.  Ch. 1, 2, 8.  
 
Hochschild, Arlie. 1989. The Second Shift: Working Parents and the Revolution at Home. New 
York: Viking.  Ch. 1, 17. 
 
Organizations 
Acker, Joan. 1990.  “Hierarchies, Jobs, Bodies:  A Theory of Gendered Organizations.”  Gender 
and Society, 4(2): 139-158. 
 
Correll, Shelley J., Stephen Benard, and In Paik. 2007. “Getting a Job: Is there a Motherhood 
Penalty?” American Journal of Sociology 112, 5 (March): 1297-1338. 
 
Ely, Robin, and Irene Padavic. 2007. “A Feminist Analysis of Organizational Research on Sex 
Differences.” Academy of Management Review 32, 4: 1121-1143. 
 
Kanter, Rosabeth Moss.  1977.  Men and Women of the Corporation.  New York: Basic Books.  
Chapters 6-9. 
 
Occupational Sex Segregation 
Budig, Michelle J. 2002. “Male Advantage and the Gender Composition of Jobs: Who Rides the 
Glass Escalator?” Social Problems 49, 2: 258-277. 
 
England, Paula. 1992.  Comparable Worth: Theories and Evidence.  New York: Aldine de 
Gruyter. Ch. 1 and 4. 
 
Jacobs, Jerry A. 1989.  Revolving Doors: Sex Segregation and Women's Careers.  Stanford, 
California: Stanford University Press.  Chapters 1, 9. 
 
Reskin, Barbara and Patricia Roos. 1991. Job Queues, Gender Queues.  Philadelphia: Temple.  
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Ch. 1-3, 15. 
 
Williams, Christine L.  1992.  “The Glass Escalator:  Hidden Advantages for Men in the 
‘Female’ Professions.”  Social Problems 39 (3): 253-267. 
 
Science and Academe 
Bailyn, Lotte. 2003. “Academic Careers and Gender Equity: Lessons Learned from MIT.” 
Gender, Work, and Organization 10, 2 (March): 137-153. 
 
Leahey, Erin (2007).  “Not by Productivity Alone: How Visibility and Specialization Contribute 
to Academic Earnings.”  American Sociological Review, 72(4): 533-561. 
 
Misra, Joya, Ivy Kennelly, and Marina Karides. 1999. “Employment Chances in the Academic 
Job Market in Sociology: Do Race and Gender Matter? Sociological Perspectives 42, 2 (Spring): 
215-248. 
 
Tolbert, Pamela S.  1986.  “Organization and Inequality: Sources of Earnings Differences  
between Male and Female Faculty.”  Sociology of Education 59 (October): 227- 
235.  
 
Xie, Yu and Kimberlee A. Shauman. 1998. “Sex Difference in Research Productivity: New 
Evidence about an Old Puzzle.”  American Sociological Review 63: 847-870.  
 
 
Gender and the Law 
 
 
Bagenstos, Samuel R. 2006. “The Structural Turn and the Limits of Antidiscrimination Law.” 
California Law Review 94, 1 (January): 1-47. 
 
Crenshaw, Kimberlé. 1989. “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black 
Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics.” The 
University of Chicago Legal Forum. 
 
Guthrie, Douglas and Louise Marie Roth. 1999. “The State, Courts, and Maternity Policies in 
U.S. Organizations: Specifying Institutional Mechanisms.” American Sociological Review 64 
(February): 41-63. 
 
Kreiger, Linda Hamilton. 1995. “The Contents of Our Categories: A Cognitive Bias Approach to 
Discrimination and Equal Employment Opportunity.” Stanford Law Review 47: 1161-1248. 
 
Nelson, Robert L. and William P. Bridges.  1999. Legalizing Gender Inequality: Courts, 
Markets, and Unequal Pay for Women in America.  New York: Cambridge University Press.  
Ch. 1, 2, 3, and 9.  
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Smith, Tyson, and Michael Kimmel. 2005. “The Hidden Discourse of Masculinity in Gender 
Discrimination Law.” Signs 30, 3 (Spring): 1827-1849. 
 
 
Gender and the Welfare State 
 
 
Corcoran, Mary, Sandra K. Danziger, Ariel Kalil, Kristin S. Seefeldt.  2000.  “How Welfare 
Reform is Affecting Women’s Work.”  Annual Review of Sociology, 26: 241-269. 
 
Edin, Kathryn, and Laura Lein.  1997.  “Work, Welfare, and Single Mothers: Economic Survival 
Strategies,” American Sociological Review, 62, 2: 253-266. 
 
Leahey, Erin. 2001. “A Help or a Hindrance?  The Impact of Job Training on the Employment 
Status of Disadvantaged Women.”  Evaluation Review, 25, 1 (February): 29-54. 
 
Moller, Stephanie. 2002. “Supporting Poor Single Mothers: Gender and Race in the U.S. Welfare 
State.” Gender & Society, 16, 4 (August): 465-484. 
 
Pearce, Diane.  1978. “The Feminization of Poverty: Women, Work, and Welfare.”  Urban and 
Social Change Review, 11 (1/2): 28-36.  
 
 
Gender and Religion 
 
 
Becker, Penny Edgell, and Heather Hofmeister. 2001. “Work, Family, and Religious 
Involvement for Men and Women. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 40, 4: 707-722. 
 
Glass, Jennifer, and Leda E. Nath. 2006. “Religious Conservatism and Women’s Market 
Behavior following Marriage and Childbirth.” Journal of Marriage and Family, 68, 3 (August): 
611-629. 
 
McAllister, Ian, and David de Vaus. 1987. “Gender Differences in Religion: A Test of Structural 
Location Theory.” American Sociological Review 52, 4 (August): 472-481. 
 
Miller, Alan S., and John P. Hoffmann. 1995. “Risk and Religion: An Explanation of Gender 
Differences in Religiosity.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 34 (March): 63-75. 
 
Miller, Alan S., and Rodney Stark. 2002. “Gender and Religiousness: Can Socialization 
Explanations be Saved?” American Journal of Sociology 107, 6 (May): 1399-1423. 
 
Roth, Louise Marie, and Jeffrey C. Kroll. 2007. “Risky Business: Assessing Risk-Preference 
Explanations for Gender Differences in Religiosity.” American Sociological Review 72, 2 
(April): 205-220. 
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